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1. IN FOLLOW-UP TO AMBASSADOR'S CONVERSATION WITH PRESIDENT 
THIEU REPORTED REF A* FONOFF IS SENDING FOLLOWING INSTRUCTIONS 
TO AMBASSADOR LAM IN PARIS! 

8. QUOTE LAST NIGHT AMBASSADOR BUNKER WENT TO PRESIREP AND 
PROPOSED THAT IN ORDER TO MAKE OUR MOVE THIS SESSION MORE 
DRAMATIC OUR SIDE SHOULD PUT NUMBERS* THAT IS TO SAY ADVANCE 
SPECIFIC FIGURES, TO THE 86 TH JANUARY PROPOSAL ON SICK AND WOUNDED 
AND THE 8TH OF APRIL PROPOSAL ON LONG-HELD CAPTIVES, PRESIREP 
HAS AGREED WITH THE PROPOSAL, SINCE THESE TWO PROPOSALS WERE 
ORIGINALLY MADE BY GVN, AMBASSADOR PHAM DANG LAM SHOULD MAKE 
PRESENTATION AS FOLLOWS At APRIL 29 MEETING, 

A. PRIMOt AFTER AMBASSADOR BRUCE'S SPEECH ON IMPARTIAL INSPECTION 
OF POWS CAMPS BY HUMANITARIAN ORGANIZATIONS OR THIRD-PARTY 
GOVERNMENTS,- YOU SUPPORT HIS PROPOSAL ON THAT SUBJECT AND YOU 
TAKE INITIATIVE IN RECALLING OUR 26TH .JANUARY PROPOSAL ON SICK 
AND WOUNDED, ON THIS SUBJECT YOU DECLARE THAT GVN IS READY TO 
RELEASE TO NORTH VIET-NAM 570 RPT 970 SICK AND WOUNDED NORTH 
VIETNAMESE POWS AND SUGGEST THE OTHER SIDE PROPOSE SAFE MEANS 
FOR THEIR REPATRIATION. 

B, SECUNDO: YOU RECALL ALSO OUR 8TH APRIL PROPOSAL ON LONG-HELD 
CAPTIVES AND DECLARE THAT GVN IS WILLING TO LET 940- RPT 940 NORTH 
VIETNAMESE POWS WHO HAVE BEEN HELD IN CAPTIVITY FOR FOUR YEARS 

OR MORE BE INTERNED IN A NEUTRAL COUNTRY. YOU SUGGEST TO THE 
OTHER SIDE TO PROPOSE SUCH A NEUTRAL COUNTRY FOR DISCUSSIONS. . 
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C. TERTIOi FOR YOUR I N FO R M A T. 10 N'i . PLE A S E NOTE THAT THE 570 RPT 570 1 
SICK AND WOUNDED HAVE NOT EXPRESSED THEIR WILLINGNESS TO BE j 

REPATRIATED TO NORTH VIET-NAM. THEREFORE PLEASE ARRANGE. YOUR 
WORDING CAREFULLY IN SUCH A WAY SO AS NOT TO BE IN CONTRADICTION , 
WITH THE GENEVA CONVENTION. BEST REGARDS. TRAN KIM PHUORG, 

SAIGON, 29 APRIL 1971, UNQUOTE 


3. IN VIEW. 'OF TIME ELEMENT, FONOFT (PHOUNG) 
ABOVE TEXT IMMEDIATELY TO AMBASSADOR LAM, 


REQUESTS USDEL PASS 


l - * 

A . PHUONG STATES PRESIDENT THIEU STRONGLY PREFERS THAT 
PRESENTATION BE MADE BY GVN RATHER THAN US. DELEGATION. 

PRESIDENT BELIEVES GVN’S TAKING LEAD WOULD BE MORE LOGICAL 
SINCE IT WAS GVN THAT MADE JANUARY'S*? AND APRIL 3 PROPOSALS. 
ALSO BELIEVE IT WOULD BE PREFERABLE FROM STANDPOINT OF DOMESTIC 
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REACTION HERE. 


5. APRIL 29 MACV COMPUTER RUN YIELDS FOLLOWING FIGURES* 


A. POWS. CLASSIFIED AS SICK AND WOUNDED* 57A NVA* 24 REGROUPEES; 
999 VC. TOTAL SICK/WOUNDED— 1597, 


B, POWS CAPTURED PRIOR TO MAY 19671 1013 NVA * 232 REGROUPEES* 
4679. VC, TOTAL 5924, 

WHILE REFINED NUMBER OF POWS HELD FOUR YEARS AND OVER IS 
SOMEWHAT HIGHER THAN PREVIOUS FIGURE REPORTED REF A. OVN PREFERS 
TO USE MORE CONSERVATIVE NUMBERS (I.E, 570 SICK/WOUNDED AND 30 

HELD FOUR YEARS AND OVER) TO ALLOW MAXIMUM MARGIN FOR ERROR,- 

* 

7. FONOFF PLANS TO ISSUE STATEMENT RE APRIL .29 PROPOSALS 
MORNING OF APRIL 30 SAIGON TIME. IN ORDER TO ACHIEVE MAXIMUM 
EFFECTIVE PUBLICITY MERE, REQUEST WE BE KEPT CLOSELY INFORMED 
OF PUBLICITY MEASURES TAKEN WASHINGTON AND PARIS FOR PURPOSES 
OF CO-ORDINATION HERE. 


8. REF C JUST RECEIVED SUBSEQUENT TO ABOVE CONSULTATIONS, GIVEN 
SHORT TIME AVAILABLE, WE SUGGEST BEST MEANS OF REACHING 
DESIRED 1700 TOTAL IS TO ADD REGROUPEES LISTED PARA 5 ABOVE TO 
NVA POW NUMBERS. BY ROUNDING OFF SICK/WOUNDED REGROUPEES TO . 20 
AND REGROUPEES CAPTURED BEFORE MAY 1967 TO 230, AND ADDING THESE 
FIGURES TO J510 NVA POWS ALREADY IN THESE TWO CATEGORIES, OVtR- 
ALL TOTAL OF 1760 CAN BE ACHIEVED, ALTHOUGH REGROUPEES ARE 
CLASSIFIED BY GVN IN SEPARATE CATEGORY FOR RECORDS SAKE, 

THEY ARE INTERMIXED WITH AMD TREATED IN SAME MANNER AS NVA 
POWS IN CAMPS. IN ORDER TO MINIMIZE ANY QUESTIONS AS TO THEIR 
ORIGIN, SUGGEST TERM •'NORTH VIETNAMESE ARMY” POWS BE USED IN 
TODAY'S PRESENTATION, -WE ARE URGENTLY SEEKING GVN CONCURRENCE 
IN THIS PROCEDURE AND WILL CABLE RESULTS AS SOON AS RECEIVED, 
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